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The City is Wilder Than You Think

Checkpoint Charlie between memory and future

Hardly any European city has been more radically transformed in its recent history than
Berlin. And it has happened several times – the crucial events to be emphasized are the
destruction by the Allied forces at the end of World War II, the division of the city in the post-
war era and the period around the fall of the Berlin Wall.

This semester, we will be collaborating with the In-depth module. The focus of scrutiny is the
city of Berlin and the era around the fall of the wall. The end of the 1980s was a turning
point. From a historical perspective, the fall of the Berlin Wall ultimately led to the collapse of
the Soviet Union and hence to the end of the Cold War. We will be working with an
emblematic site where the wall once stood: Checkpoint Charlie. Astonishingly, several plots
have remained vacant in this central point in the inner city. We seek to engage critically with
a historically important place in the fabric of the city. Traces and memory play just as much a
role as the search for the identity and meaning of the city of the future.

With regard to the structural and commercial decline of the central part of the city around
Potsdamer Platz and Friedrichstrasse, the city of the future can scarcely rely on memory and
education. It is necessary to develop scenarios to bring urban life back to this place.
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Elise Snick

Kyung-Jin Park

Mario Tschopp

Jacqueline Solorzano

Jacqueline Solorzano

Area of intervention, current situation

Mario Tschopp

Jean Nouvel, The Meeting Line, proposal to convert the no manʼs land along the 
Berlin Wall into a sequence of public spaces in 1990 (contribution to the exhibition 
Berlin Tomorrow: Ideas for the Heart of a Big City, German Architecture Museum, 
Frankfurt, 1990-91)

Elise Snick
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Aufbau in mm

603 Flachdach (oben-unten)
100,0 Extensivbegrünung inkl. Filtervlies und Festkörperdrainage
6,0 Bautenschutzmatte
2,0 Trennvlies (Dachabdichtung, Bitumen) doppelt
20 - 135,0 Gefälledämmung (2 %)
200,0 Mineralwolle (2x 100,0)
- Dampfsperre
160,0 Brettsperrholz

Bodenaufbau

730,0 Geschossdecke (oben-unten)
330,0 ohne Konstruktionsholz
20,0 Parkett 
70,0 Estrich mit Fussbodenheizung
- Trennlage (PE-Folie)
30,0 Trittschalldämmung
50,0 Schüttung (schwer)
- Rieselschutz
160,0 Brettsperrholz
400,0 Konstruktionsholz (200)

240,0 Loggia (oben-unten in mm)
20,0 Bodenbelag Holz
30,0 Trittschalldämmung
50,0 Schüttung
- Rieselschutz
140,0 Brettsperrholz

574,0 Sockelgeschossdecke (oben-unten)
24,0 Parkett 
70,0 Estrich mit Fussbodenheizung
- Trennlage (PE-Folie)
30,0 Trittschalldämmung
50,0 Zusatzdämmung
- Abdichtung
300,0 Stahlbetonplatte
100,0 Dämmung

Wandaufbau

408,0 Aussenwand (aussen-innen)
24,0 Holz Lärche Aussenwandverkleidung
30,0 Holz Fichte Lattung 
- Windbremse
25,0 Holzschalung Fichte
240,0 Konstruktionsholz/Dämmung Mineralwolle
25,0 Holzschalung Fichte
- Dampfbremse
40,0 Holz Fichte Querlattung/Dämmung Mineralwolle
(Installationsebene ggf. 80,0)
24,0 Holz Lärche Innenwandverkleidung

475,0 Sockelaussenwand (aussen-innen)
25,0 Mechanischer Schutz
100,0 Perimeterdämmung
- Abdichtung
250,0 Stahlbeton
100,0 Dämmung

Fassaden Teilansicht Loggia 1:50 Fassadenschnitt Loggia 1:50 Fassadenschnitt Laubengang 1:50 Fassaden Teilansicht Laubengang 1:50
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Structure Studio_Checkpoint Charlie, Berlin_Final Review_SS23_ Jacqueline Gonzalez Solorzano_Felix Wettstein_Ludovica Molo_João Moreira_ Kohlhammer Thomas

The City is Wilder than you think
Checkpoint Charlie between memory and future

Dichotomy
Living in between

First Floor_ 1: 200
Co-living

Second/Third floor_ 1: 200
2.5-3  room apartment

Fourth/Fifth floor_ 1: 200
Maisonette

Terrace house Detail Section_ 1: 50

The City is Wilder than You Think. SS23. Mid-Term Review. Jacqueline Gonzalez Solorzano. Felix Wettstein-Ludovica Molo-João Moreria

Model perspective. From  Friendrichstrasse Model photo. From  above. Model perspective. From  the inner square

The City is Wilder than you think
Checkpoint Charlie between memory and future. 
Dichotomy

Structure Studio_Checkpoint Charlie, Berlin_Final Review_SS23_ Jacqueline Gonzalez Solorzano_Felix Wettstein_Ludovica Molo_João Moreira_ Kohlhammer Thomas

The City is Wilder than You Think. SS23. Mid-Term Review. Jacqueline Gonzalez Solorzano. Felix Wettstein-Ludovica Molo-João Moreria

Terraces to the void and firewalls.

The City is Wilder than You Think. SS23. Mid-Term Review. Jacqueline Gonzalez Solorzano. Felix Wettstein-Ludovica Molo-João Moreria

Public square surrounded by an embracing volume


